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Issue: Nearby residents were concerned about railroad tie removal and 
building demolition at MaxPak site and exposure to contaminants/fugitive 
dust and impacts on health 
• MaxPak site consisted of 

two large abandoned 
buildings and railroad 
ties/line no longer in use 

 

• Site located only yards away 
from densely populated 
residential neighborhood 

 

• Primary concerns raised by 
state legislators related to 
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Background on “Grounding McGrath” Study 
 Project underway by the MassDOT that the HIA will 

inform is “Grounding McGrath” Study in Somerville, MA  
 Overall this transportation project aims to determine the future of 

the Route 28 corridor 
 
 MassDOT indicated that the size of the investment necessary to 

restore the highway provided an opportunity to evaluate the 
feasibility, benefits, impacts, and costs of removing at least a 
portion of the elevated structure on Route 28/McGrath Highway 
 

 MassDOT’s existing study protocol lends uniquely to the HIA 
process including establishment of an Advisory Group composed of 
community representatives to evaluate alternatives  

 

13 IV. Transportation Reform in Massachusetts 











Examples of baseline health data for 1 8  

Health Determinants  

Health Outcomes Data Sources

 Air pollution 

�� high gradient near roadways and scientific evidence that continues to emerge regarding health impacts Respiratory disease/illness (e.g., asthma), cardiovascular disease (e.g., heart attack), all-cause mortality, certain cancers MDPH Bureau of Environmental Health Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) Portal http://matracking.ehs.state.ma.us/ Access to active transportation and increasing physical activity (e.g., access to sidewalks, bicycle paths) Benefits for reducing obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, premature mortality, improved mental and physical health MDPH Bureau of Community Health and Prevention  
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Timeline for “Grounding McGrath” HIA 
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